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. Leslie A. White (1900-1975), author of The
Evolution of Culture: The Development of
Civilization to the Fall of Rome (1959). Publication
of this book rekindled interest in the evolutionism
among sociologists and anthropologists. White
attempted to create a theory explaining the entire
history of humanity. The most important factor in
his theory is technology: Social systems are
determined by , wrote White in his book, echoing
the earlier theory of Lewis Henry Morgan. As a
measure of society advancement he proposed the
measure energy consumption of given society
(thus his theory is known as the ). He
differentiates between five stages of human
development. In the first, people use energy of
their own muscles. In the second, they use energy
of domesticated animals. In the third, they use the
energy of plants (so White refers to agricultural
revolution here). In the fourth, they learn to use
the energy of natural resources: coal, oil, gas. In
the fifth, they harness the nuclear energy. White
introduced a formula C=E*T, where E is a
measure of energy consumed, and T is the

. measure of efficiency of technical factors utilising

; the energy. This theory is similar to the later

theory of Kardashev scale of Russian astronom,

Nikolai Kardashev.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_A._White
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_Henry_Morgan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy_consumption
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domestication_of_animals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agricultural_revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_energy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kardashev_scale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikolai_Kardashev
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Julian Steward, author of Theory of Culture
Change: The Methodology of Multilinear
Evolution (1955, reprinted 1979), created
the theory of "multilinear" evolution which
examined the way in which societies
adapted to their environment. This
approach was more nuanced than White's
theory of "unilinear evolution." He
questioned the possibility of creation of a
social theory encompassing the entire
evolution of humanity, however he argued
that anthropologists are not limited to
descriptions of specific, existing cultures.
He believed it is possible to create theories
analysing typical, common culture,
representative of specific eras or regions.
As the decisive factors determining the
development of given culture he pointed to
technology and economics, and noted
there are secondary factors, like political
systems, ideologies and religion. All those
factors push the evolution of a given
society in several directions at the same
time, thus this is the multilinearity of his
theory of evolution.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_Steward
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Neoevolutionism is a social theory that tries to explain the evolution of societies
by drawing on Charles Darwin's theory of evolution and discarding some dogmas
of the previous social evolutionism. Neoevolutionism is concerned with long-term,
directional, evolutionary social change and with the regular patterns of
development that may be seen in unrelated, widely separated cultures.

The neoevolutionism discards many ideas of classical social evolutionism, namely
that of social progress, so dominant in previous sociology evolution-related
theories. Then neoevolutionism discards the determinism argument and introduces
probability, arguing that accidents and free will have much impact on the process
of social evolution. It also supports the counterfactual history - asking 'what if' and
considering different possible paths that social evolution may (or might have)
taken, and thus allows for the fact that various cultures may develop in different
ways, some skipping entire stages others have passed through. The
neoevolutionism stresses the importance of empirical evidence. While 19th century
evolutionism used value judgment and assumptions for interpreting data, the
neoevolutionism relied on measurable information for analyzing the process of
cultural evolution.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolution_of_societies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Darwin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theory_of_evolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_evolutionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_change
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_progress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Determinism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Probability
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Counterfactual_history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empirical
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Behavioral
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Michael Brian Schiffer
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Jean-Baptiste Lamarck
(1744-1829)













